
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE & TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD     red #60 vs 2 

 Grant us thy peace upon our homeward way; 

With thee began, with thee shall end the day; 

Guard thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 

That in this house have called upon thy name. 

 

POSTLUDE   “O One with God the Father”   Theodore Beck 

 

*The congregation may stand. 

 

Our worship has ended; now let our service begin! 

 

 

Service Notes… 

Today’s Litany of Baptism (adapted) was written by Rev. Melissa Reed. 

The flowers this morning are given in loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. John Elliott by Marilyn & Don  

 Miller.  

Welcoming you this morning are (8:30): Peter & Jackie Brenn (10:00): Linda Suess; Jackie Smith;  

 Al & Katie Fratoni.  

Our Deacons welcoming you this morning are (8:30): Deb Werner (10:00): Rob Danielson. 

The Confirmand serving as Acolyte is (10:00): Giana Vicki.  

The Rose of Remembrance is given to David Shaw who has been dealing with some health issues. 

Hosting this morning’s coffee hour are members of the Youth Fellowship and Youth Committee. 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey M. Gallagher, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ruth Nye, Associate Pastor 

Molli Mitchell, Student Pastor 

Allan Conway, Minister of Music 

Tonya Lyon, Director of Finance 

Keri Condos, Church Administrator 

Kristen Gallagher, Director of Children Ministries 

Alison Pires, Director of Youth Ministries 

Melanie Young, Sexton 

Teresa Green, Director, Tolland Green Learning Center 

Rev. Donald G. Miller, Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Hannah Howe, Pastor Emerita 

Rev. Dr. Robert J. Wright, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 

 

With open minds and compassionate hearts, we seek to be God’s loving hands in the world. 

 

 

United Congregational Church of Tolland 
United Church of Christ 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
45 Tolland Green, Tolland, CT  06084 

                             (860) 875-4160     www.ucctolland.org 
 

BAPTISM OF JESUS 

 

January 12, 2020 8:30 & 10:00 A.M. 

SUGGESTED READING FROM PEW BIBLES: Psalm 29, Acts 10:34-43 & Matthew 3:7-13 

  

THE APPROACH TO GOD 

 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE & CANDLE LIGHTING “To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord”     Jan Bender 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One: The cold snow and sleet and rain of winter, falling fickly with temperatures  

  unwilling to commit to the constancy that the season usually calls for. 

 Many: The warm rains in the outback, finally offering trickles of relief to an already-

scorched earth. 

 One: A sippy cup tipped just a little too far, spilling water across the living room floor. 

 Many: The muddy Jordan, giving way as the newly baptized emerges from beneath. 

 One: The living water that never ends, quenching the thirst in our souls. 

 Many: Streams of salty tears falling down our cheeks as we grieve so much happening 

in this world around us. 

 One: Reminders, all of them, that the love of God washes and crashes over us always.  

So let us prepare to receive that baptism of blessing this day as we join together to 

worship our God!  

  

*HYMN  “Crashing Waters at Creation” purple #476 

(sung to the tune of Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus) 

 (Prayer request cards will be collected during the singing of this hymn) 

 

*OPENING PRAYER 

 Many: Like a wave lapping the sand off our feet along the shoreline or a deep black  

  cloud letting loose high above, we pray that your love and blessings will  

  cascade over us this day, O God, that we might see this time of worship as a  

  cleansing, an awakening, a fresh start from which we can take our leave— 

  refreshed and renewed—to do your work in this world.  In Jesus’ name we  

  pray.  Amen. 

 



 

*GLORIA PATRI          red #513 

 Glory be to the Father, 

And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

LITANY OF BAPTISM 

 One: When they say: you are alone. 

 Many: These waters say: You are “with.” 

 One: When they say: You are too broken, damaged goods, too wounded, not enough. 

 Many: These waters say: Enough, beloved.  Enough. 

 One: When they say: You are too brown, child.  Too black.  Too queer, child.  Too fat. 

 Many: These waters say: Beautiful child.  Beautiful. 

 One: When they say: you are too addicted, stranger.  Immigrant, alien.  Criminal.  Too 

far gone, stranger. 

 Many: These waters say: Home, neighbor.  Welcome home. 

 One: When they say: We could sell these waters and turn a profit! 

 Many: These waters say: We are the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Atlantic, 

the waters of the Charles.  We are the waters of your Mother’s womb, and we 

are free! 

 One: When they say: Fear. 

 Many: These waters say: Trust. 

 One: When they say: Commodify.  Consume. 

 Many: These waters say: Life. 

 One: We thank you, God, for the gift of water and the blessing it gives us to refresh, 

rejuvenate and to start each day anew as we seek to do your work in the world.  

Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Wade in the Water”              arr Mark Hayes 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 

 

SENDING FORTH HYMN (10:00) “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” (vs. 1) purple #547 

  Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.  

  Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own.  

  In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever.  

  Go, my children, with my blessing- you are my own.  
   

 

 

 

 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION (unison) 

Eternal God, in the reading of the scripture, may Your Word be heard; in the 

meditation of our hearts, may Your Word be known; and in the faithfulness of our  

lives, may Your Word be shown.  Amen. 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 42:1-9  OT P. 670 

THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON The Gospel of Matthew 3:13-17 NT P. 3 

 

SERMON “Upon him, Upon us” Rev. Dr. Jeffrey M. Gallagher 

 

REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISMS 

All are invited to come forward, take a rock from the water,  

and remember that you are God’s beloved called to service in the world.. 

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

 
*HYMN “Baptized and Set Free” insert 

 

SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS, PASTORAL AND LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

OFFERTORY   (8:30)   “Hail to the Lord's Anointed”                Henry Gerike 

(10:00) “Come, All Who Thirst”            Luigi Cherubini 

 

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF ACCEPTANCE          red #514 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*HYMN “Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters” purple #490 

 

*THE BENEDICTION 


