
*HYMN  “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing” purple #339 

 

*THE BENEDICTION 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE & TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD     red #60 vs 2 

 Grant us thy peace upon our homeward way; 

With thee began, with thee shall end the day; 

Guard thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 

That in this house have called upon thy name. 

 

POSTLUDE “Lift Every Voice and Sing”            Donald Busarow 

 

*The congregation may stand. 

 

Our worship has ended; now let our service begin! 

 

Service Notes… 

* A portion of today’s Call to Worship is quote from Martin Luther King Jr’s I Have a Dream speech. 

Welcoming you this morning are (8:30): Tom & Carol Hirchburg; Richard & Mary Crocker 

 (10:00): Mona Higgins; Cheryl Hodina; Dave & Bev Grant. 

Our Deacons welcoming you this morning are (8:30): Naomi Lynch (10:00): Brian Pabst. 

The Confirmand serving as Acolyte is (10:00): Emma Condos. 

The Rose of Remembrance is given to Tonya Lyon in appreciation for all her hard work on the 

budget. 

Hosting this morning’s coffee hour are members of the Youth Fellowship & Youth Committee. 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey M. Gallagher, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ruth Nye, Associate Pastor 

Molli Mitchell, Student Pastor 

Allan Conway, Minister of Music 

Tonya Lyon, Director of Finance 

Keri Condos, Church Administrator 

Kristen Gallagher, Director of Children Ministries 

Alison Pires, Director of Youth Ministries 

Melanie Young, Sexton 

Teresa Green, Director, Tolland Green Learning Center 

Rev. Donald G. Miller, Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Hannah Howe, Pastor Emerita 

Rev. Dr. Robert J. Wright, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 

 

With open minds and compassionate hearts, we seek to be God’s loving hands in the world. 

United Congregational Church of Tolland 
United Church of Christ 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
45 Tolland Green, Tolland, CT  06084 

                             (860) 875-4160     www.ucctolland.org 
 

PEACE & JUSTICE SUNDAY / BAPTISM OF JONATHAN DUBE 

 

January 19, 2020 8:30 & 10:00 A.M. 

SUGGESTED READING FROM PEW BIBLES:  Psalm 40 & 1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 

  

THE APPROACH TO GOD 

 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE & CANDLE LIGHTING  (8:30):   “Steal Away to Jesus”         Charles Callahan 

(10:00): “One Heart Beating”          Sue Kirkpatrick 

                                                                                  (Joyful Voices) 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One:  We gather together this morning to draw close, as family, to worship God. 

 Many: The loving God who created us, redeemed us, and will sustain us, 

 One:  The God who gifted humanity with diversity in many realms and calls us into 

community, 

 Many:  The God who sent Jesus to show us how to seek justice, share power, and live 

together equitably, 

 One:  On this Peace and Justice Sunday we will imagine together:   “…a dream that one 

day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed…”* 

 Many:  We’ll hold the self-evident truths that all people are created equal and enter 

this space to worship God-our-creator in glory, honor, and praise.  

  

*HYMN  “The Church of Christ in Every Age”  purple #320 

(Prayer request cards will be collected during the singing of this hymn) 

 

*OPENING PRAYER 

 Many: We lift our collective voices this morning to call upon the Holy Spirit to descend 

and move among us, nudging us in the ways we need to be nudged, holding us in 

the ways we need to be held. O God, you are our comforter and our healer. May 

we grow closer to you in our time together, and leave this place ready to serve 

our neighbors and the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 



*GLORIA PATRI          red #513 

 Glory be to the Father, 

And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

One: Weary from our weeks, we seek a guiding star that will light our path forward but 

often find a cloudy night instead. Our broken, mistake-prone selves come 

stumbling into church this morning, looking for a place to rest our bones, not 

needing another call to action or one more worry to add to our list. But there is 

work to be done and we have not taken it up. We have avoided so much of the 

work your servant Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. has called on us to do. Let us 

turn to God in prayer… 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 Many: Holy One, you have seen us in our lowest points. You have held us when we’ve 

cried out to you for answers when nothing seems to make sense. Our best 

selves would have solved the problems of the world by now: racism, hunger, 

homelessness, war, and interpersonal violence. Forgive us for not seeing the 

world as you do. Renew our vision and help us to see the work you have for us 

to do, giving us courage when we feel vulnerable, and hope when it seems 

bleak. We pray this along with the prayers we bring before you now, in this 

silence. 

 

SILENT CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 One: Beloved, you are forgiven in Christ whose redeeming work is alive and well here in 

this place. For the undeserved gift of that salvation, we say: Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC (8:30)   “Give Me Jesus”       arr Howard Helvey                                            

(10:00) “On Eagle's Wings”           Michael Joncas 

                                      (Susie Lotreck) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 

 

BAPTISM (10:00) Jonathan Charles Dube 

 son of Ronald & Damaris Dube 

 

 

 

 

SENDING FORTH HYMN (10:00) “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” (vs. 1) purple #547 

  Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.  

  Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own.  

  In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever.  

  Go, my children, with my blessing- you are my own.  

 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION (unison) 

Eternal God, in the reading of the scripture, may Your Word be heard; in the 

meditation of our hearts, may Your Word be known; and in the faithfulness of our  

lives, may Your Word be shown.  Amen. 

 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 49:1-7  OT P. 679 

THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON John 1:29-42  NT P. 92 

 

SERMON   Rev. Sloan T. Letman IV    

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

 
*HYMN “Will You Come and Follow Me”                                purple #726 

 

SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS, PASTORAL AND LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

OFFERTORY   (8:30)    “Deep River”            arr Moses Hogan 

(10:00)  “Battle of Jericho”                          arr Mark Hayes 

 

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF ACCEPTANCE          red #514 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 


