
Vaccinated & unvaccinated are required to wear a mask covering their mouth and nose for the  

entirety of the service. 

Church School will take place during the worship service today and children grades 7 and under are  

invited to head down to the Fellowship Hall before the service begins! 

Please only sit in the rows that are not roped off.  Do not move a rope to sit down. 

Please allow the rows behind you to leave before exiting the sanctuary following worship. 

Please keep your mask on while singing. 

Offerings can be placed in the basket in the Narthex as you leave the church. 

Molli and Lydia will be outside on the lawn after worship to welcome you with a good morning  

(but please no hugs or handshakes). 

The rose of remembrance today goes to LeAnn Himes for her brother Tony. 

 

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey M. Gallagher, Senior Pastor 

Molli Mitchell, Interim Associate Pastor 

Lydia Hoffman, Student Pastor 

Allan Conway, Minister of Music 

Tonya Lyon, Director of Finance 

Keri Condos, Director of Technology and Communication 

Kristen Gallagher, Director of Children Ministries 

Teresa Green, Director, Tolland Green Learning Center 

Rev. Donald G. Miller, Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Hannah Howe, Pastor Emerita 

Rev. Dr. Robert J. Wright, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 

 

With open minds and compassionate hearts, we seek to be God’s loving hands in the world. 
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ADVENT I 

 

November 28, 2021 10:00 A.M. 

  

THE APPROACH TO GOD 

 

All youth grade 7 and under are invited to head downstairs to the Fellowship Hall for Church School 

before the service begins! Middle Schoolers are invited to join Lydia for Middle Ground.  

 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE “Wachet auf!”                 JS Bach 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP            (adapted from Walter Bruggeman’s We Wait for You to Ache) 

 One: With the energy we have, we begin the day, waiting and watching and hoping. 

 Many: We wait, not clear about our waiting. 

 One: We are filled with a restlessness, daring to imagine that You are not finished yet -- 

 Many: So we wait, patiently, impatiently, restlessly, confidently, 

 One: Quaking and fearful, boldly and daring. Your sovereign decree stands clear and we 

do not doubt… much. 

 Many:  We wait for you to dissolve in tender tears 

 One: Your impervious rule takes no prisoners, 

 Many:  We wait for you to ache and hurt and care over us and with us and beyond us.  

 One: Let us enter this day to worship, watch, and wait 

 Many: With our own aching and hope, we come. 

 

*HYMN   “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”                  purple # 107 

 

*OPENING PRAYER 

 Many: For you, God of generations, we wait. Surely you are coming soon. Come to us 

with healing, with renewal, with justice, with redemption. Give us courage and 

strength as we look for the Light of truth, life, peace, abundance, and the 

inbreaking of your radical love. Come and deliver your people! In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen. 
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*GLORIA PATRI  

 Glory be to the Father, 

And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

One: As we enter a season of darkness, waiting, we pause to consider all that we are 

waiting for and all that we long to see. God is calling to us with determined love. 

Let us uncover our sins and confess to one another the ways that we fall short, as 

well as the collective sins of the organizations to which we belong. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 Many: We confess to you, O God, that while you call us to repentance, we refuse to 

change our ways. You call us to resist oppression, but we find ourselves 

aligned within it, colluding even when we don’t think we are. You call us to be 

reconciled, but we remain divided, afraid, and hidden. Forgive us, God of 

grace and light. Pour out your Spirit so that we may be ready to meet you at 

the coming of your holy realm. We pray this along with all the prayers we 

bring before you now, in this silence . . . 

 

SILENT CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 One: Speak to us this day, O God, and share with us your wisdom and forgiveness. Let 

your light be with us in this darkness and illuminate our way as it was in your son 

Jesus, whom we know as the way, the truth, and the light. Lift our heads from our 

guilt that we may know our redemption is near. Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “When He Comes”                  Lloyd Larson
              

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION (unison) 

Eternal God, in the reading of the scripture, may Your Word be heard; in the 

meditation of our hearts, may Your Word be known; and in the faithfulness of our  

lives, may Your Word be shown.  Amen. 

 

THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Luke 21:25-36  OT P.517 

 

THE LESSON FROM THE EPISTLES: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 NT P. 204 

 

 

SERMON  Molli Mitchell

  

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC    “Come Now, O Prince of Peace”       (see purple #103)  

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

*HYMN  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                                                       purple #83  

 

*THE BENEDICTION 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE, TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD   

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you.  

Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see.  

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.  

Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.  

 

POSTLUDE  “Wake, Awake!”                       Paul Manz                             
 

*The congregation may stand. 

 

Our worship has ended; now let our service begin! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


