
 

POSTLUDE Fanfare on “mit freiden Zart”                 Charles Callahan 

 

 

*The congregation may stand. 

 

Our worship has ended; now let our service begin! 

 

 

Service Notes… 

The flowers this morning are given in loving memory of our uncle & Dad, Jeffrey Edgar, by Julia, 

Emma, & Grace Condos and Kaylee Edgar. 

Welcoming you this morning are (8:30): Jo-Ann Luchon; Sue Duhamel. 

 (10:00): Linda Suess; Jackie Smith; Al & Katie Fratoni. 

Our Deacons welcoming you this morning are (8:30): Laureen Curley (10:00): Mike Lockward. 

The Confirmand serving as Acolyte is (10:00): Gianna Vicki. 

The Rose of Remembrance is given to Dot Clarke upon the passing of her husband David. 

Hosting this morning’s coffee hour are members of the CaT Team & Personnel Committee.  

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey M. Gallagher, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ruth Nye, Associate Pastor 

Molli Mitchell, Student Pastor 

Allan Conway, Minister of Music 

Tonya Lyon, Director of Finance 

Keri Condos, Church Administrator 

Kristen Gallagher, Director of Children Ministries 

Alison Pires, Director of Youth Ministries 

Melanie Young, Sexton 

Teresa Green, Director, Tolland Green Learning Center 

Rev. Donald G. Miller, Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Hannah Howe, Pastor Emerita 

Rev. Dr. Robert J. Wright, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 

 

With open minds and compassionate hearts, we seek to be God’s loving hands in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Congregational Church of Tolland 
United Church of Christ 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
45 Tolland Green, Tolland, CT  06084 

                             (860) 875-4160     www.ucctolland.org 
 

NEW MEMBERS SUNDAY 

 

November 10, 2019 8:30 & 10:00 A.M. 

SUGGESTED READING FROM PEW BIBLES  

  

THE APPROACH TO GOD 

 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE & CANDLE LIGHTING “You Are Before Me, Lord”  Setting by Lisa Lohmeyer 

(see purple #28) 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One: It is said in the Bible that Jesus asks 307 questions during his lifetime: 

 Many: Who do you say that I am?  Do you have anything here to eat?  Do you love 

me? 

 One: It is said that Jesus is asked 183 questions during his lifetime: 

 Many: Why do you speak in parables?  Do you not care that we are perishing?  In the 

resurrection, whose wife will this woman be? 

 One: And yet, of those 183 questions he answers just a few: 

 Many: Not seven times, but I tell you, seventy-seven times.  You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  

 One: Clearly questions are at the heart of our faith and questions are welcome here.  So 

let us bring our musings and queries to God now, as we join together in worship. 

  

*HYMN  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” red #7 

(Prayer request cards will be collected during the singing of this hymn) 

 

*OPENING PRAYER 

 Many: Gracious God, we may come to you with questions on our lips and wonderings  

  on our minds this day, and yet one thing should be without question: that you  

  are present with us here.  Yet even so, we still may need a reminder.  And so  

  we pray now that you will overwhelm us with your presence and love this day,  

  that even if we do not receive all the answers we have come looking for, your  

  presence and willingness to hold all our wonderings, might be unmistakable.   

  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  



*GLORIA PATRI          red #513 

 Glory be to the Father, 

And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

A LITANY FOR VETERANS DAY 

 One:  Today we pause to remember all those who have served our country to preserve 

those inalienable rights that God endowed to us: life liberty and the pursuit of 

happiness. 

 One: And so, we ask for God’s blessing on the men and women who serve in the Air 

Force, Army, Navy, Marines and Coast Guard. 

 Many:  We ask for God’s blessing on the family members who have made great 

sacrifices in order to make it possible for their service members to be on watch 

at home, around the world, or to go into harm’s way. 

 One: We ask for God’s blessing on the families who grieve the death of a loved one who 

went into harm’s way, never to return. 

 One: Jesus tells us that no one has greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 

 Many:  And so, we ask for God’s blessing on all those veterans who have been willing 

to lay down their lives for others. 

 One: We ask for God’s blessing on the veterans of past wars who bear scars in their 

bodies and spirits. 

 Many: We ask for God’s blessing on veterans who came home but could no longer fit 

in with their families or communities anymore. 

 One: And so let us pray: Holy God, keep all our veterans in your care today.  Grant them 

the peace they sought to preserve for others.  As we honor our veterans, we also 

pray for peace.  Teach all of us the ways of peace that those who have sacrificed so 

much for peace and freedom will not have done so in vain.  We pray this in Jesus’ 

name. 

 All: Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “With All My Heart”                Babbie Mason 

(Mike Ellis) 
 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS (10:00) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 

 

SENDING FORTH HYMN (10:00) “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” (vs. 1) purple #547 

  Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.  

  Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own.  

  In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever.  

  Go, my children, with my blessing- you are my own.  

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION (unison) 

Eternal God, in the reading of the scripture, may Your Word be heard; in the 

meditation of our hearts, may Your Word be known; and in the faithfulness of our  

lives, may Your Word be shown.  Amen. 

 

THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON The Gospel of Luke 20:27-38 NT P. 84 

 

SERMON “Your God is Too Small” Rev. Dr. Jeffrey M. Gallagher 

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

 

*HYMN  “O God, in a Mysterious Way” purple #30 

 

SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS, PASTORAL AND LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

OFFERTORY   (8:30)   “How Great Thou Art”         arr Craig Courtney 

(10:00)  “Be Filled with the Spirit”             Craig Courtney 

 

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF ACCEPTANCE          red #514 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*HYMN  “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” purple #645 

 

*THE BENEDICTION 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE & TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD     red #60 vs 2 

 Grant us thy peace upon our homeward way; 

With thee began, with thee shall end the day; 

Guard thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 

That in this house have called upon thy name. 


