
  “With open minds and compassionate hearts, we seek to be God’s loving hands in the world” 

United Congregational Church of  Tolland 

45 Tolland Green, Tolland, CT 06084 

860-875-4160 
 

The Peace & Justice Worship Date has changed to Sunday, February 17th.  The worship is being led by Rev. Edwin 

Pérez Jr, a native of Puerto Rico, who will focus on hunger and homelessness.  He will give the sermon at both 

services along with a presentation at brunch.   If you would like to make a reservation for the brunch or change an 

existing reservation please contact Keri in the Church Office. 
 

On Sunday, March 3rd we will gather for one of the best Sundays of the year: Mardi Gras!  And once again the Funky 

Dawgz from UConn will be on hand to fill the sanctuary with jazz, singing, and dancing!  This service will be 

designed for all ages (as Church School will not be in session) so all may enjoy this worship experience.  Please note 

that there is only one service that day at 10am.  And don’t forget the Pancake Breakfast!  We will be serving before 

and after worship—a great way to “fatten” up before Lent begins!  Please also note that communion will be 

celebrated on March 10th, the first Sunday in Lent.  Bring your beads and your dancing shoes and join us! 

February 2019  Tidings 

- - - - - - - - - - -- - -  - - - - - - (Please place in offering plate or mail to Church Office)- - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  

I/We will attend the Jazz Sunday Breakfast. 

Name______________________________________________# Adults________  # Children ________  



Pastor’s  

Message 

As I’m sitting down to write this article the church has just recently emptied 
following the funeral service for Nick Mayer—a 19-year old, 2017 Tolland High 
School graduate, who tragically took his own life in early January.  The sanctuary 
was full to overflowing with family and friends, but also with Nick’s teammates 
and classmates trying to come to terms with that which defies explanation.  It was 
a moving service—full of tears and laughter and many incredulous as to how this 
happened. 

So I’ll say here what I said from the pulpit that day: “if you have come here this 
morning looking for answers, I’m sorry to say that I don’t have any.  I wish I could 
say something that would magically dry all your tears and make this pain go away, 
but I cannot.   

I will not stand here and say that this was God’s will or that God needed another 
angel in heaven or any of those other platitudes that are tossed around at a time 
like this.  Because those do not speak of the God I believe in . . . . 

what I do believe so deeply within is that as we gather to grieve and mourn this day 
we are held within the loving arms of a God who holds us, who weeps alongside 
us, who mourns that a life is gone far, far too soon, and who will journey with us 
no matter how difficult the road ahead may be.” 

What I also said that morning is that Nick suffered with mental health 
challenges—a disease he valiantly fought, but was ultimately unable to overcome.  
For those who knew Nick, that was not news.  But to those who didn’t know him 
as well, the idea that this good-looking, star hockey player could be fighting such a 
disease, was surprising, if not shocking. 

And yet, Nick is one of so many of us—co-workers, classmates, teammates, 
pewmates, ourselves—who struggle with such challenges.  We just tend not to talk 
about it.  As a society we assume that mental health is something people can just 
“get over” if they’re strong enough.  And yet, we don’t say the same when 
someone has cancer or diabetes, do we?  For some reason mental health has a 
stigma attached to it that needs to go away—because the more de-stigmatized it 
becomes, the more likely those struggling will seek out the help they need.   

As Sarah Griffin Lund writes in her book Blessed Are the Crazy: “Mental illness 
cannot be wished or prayed away.  The stigma and shame about mental illness only 
increases its destructive power.  Hiding in our closets, we are swallowed up in its 
shadows . . . . It is my hope that the church can be a community of truth tellers, 
decreasing stigma as we create safe, welcoming spaces for people with mental 
illness.” 

And so, my friends: Is there someone in your life struggling with mental health 
challenges?  Are you struggling?  And if you answered yes to either one of those 
questions, then here’s a follow-up: Have you reached out for help yet? 

Because help can be found.  And we can help point you towards it.  And it’s ok to 
ask, really.  You have nothing to be ashamed of or embarrassed about.  Because 
this is a safe space.  We love you.  God loves you.  And we are here for you.  
Always. 

Many blessings, Rev. Jeff 



Associate 

Pastor’s  

Message 

 

 

 

It’s two days after Christmas, and I’m sitting in my office writing my February Tidings article.  

Church schedules are a funny thing sometimes! 

With the end of the year comes the final tally of our pledging, and our current numbers seem 

to indicate that our 2019 pledging is about $30,000 under the proposed budget.  That gap will 

likely have closed some between when I write this and when you read it.  But everyone 

smarter than I who is crunching the numbers is saying that it won’t completely close between 

now and then.   

Since church schedules are indeed a funny thing sometimes, this article is coming out at the 

end of January, likely close to the annual meeting; so decisions will have already been made in 

order to keep our beloved church fiscally solvent.  With this in mind: rest assured.  I’m raising 

this not to plea for more money from you.  Not by a long shot.  (Feel free to breathe a sigh 

of relief!) But I raise this in order to talk about the trends we’re seeing in the church universal.  

(So, after that sigh of relief, take another breath.) 

It isn’t a pretty picture: generally speaking, churches are getting smaller while the demands 

upon the church are not.  This is just as true in our congregation as it is anywhere else.  What 

was once—and not that long ago, either—a UCCT pastoral/programmatic staff of two full-

time pastors, a part-time pastoral caregiver, a children’s ministry director, and 1-2 youth 

leaders has been reduced to 1 full-time pastor, one part-time pastor, and one each (very) part-

time children’s ministry director and youth leader.   

It takes faith to keep these wonderful programs running.  And it takes something else as well.  

It takes money.  Running a church these days is much like running a struggling non-profit. 

When we look at personal expenses, we give to what we’re passionate about.  Kevin and I pay 

dues to our PTA, because we’re passionate about our children’s education.  And we give to 

our churches.  We’re passionate about our churches; we’d like to see them able to continue to 

do this important work.  We realize that if we don’t, they won’t be here in the future.   

That is the other trend I’d like to lift up: UCCT is not short on the passion.  We’re not short 

on doing good in the community.  We’re not short on hospitality.  We may be short on the 

money, but we’re not short on all of the other things that matter.  God’s spirit is in this place, 

no question about it.  Where else can one bring all of our gifts, needs, quirks, opinions, and 

flaws, and still be welcomed, loved, and adored?  This is the church.  Our church.  This is 

where we come to be uniquely accepted and uniquely loved.  That is what we give to each 

other.  But only if we can afford to do so.  And while I doubt that UCCT will close its doors 

tomorrow, we may start to see some shifts in priorities, based not upon our vision as the 

church, but based solely upon our giving.  

So, in this non-stewardship season, please hold onto these trends.  Put them in your back 

pocket.  The question is, “What do we want to be about going forward?”  And, “Can we 

afford to be what we want to be?”  And, most importantly of all, “What would God wish for 

us to be?”  Sending these post-Christmas thoughts out into the void for all of you to ponder, 

as we look ahead to what 2019 brings. 

With peace and blessings, joy and hope,  

Rev. Jill 



Bible Study 

Rev. Jeff’s Bible study continues in February on Tuesday nights at 7pm.  We are 
currently reading the book A Lens of Love by Jonathan Walton, which looks at the 
Bible and the context in which it is written and what that means for our 
understanding the text today.  You do not have to attend every session—or even 
have completed the reading—to attend.  New members are welcome to join in 
anytime!  Contact Rev. Jeff for a reading list or stop by any Tuesday night! 

 

Rev. Jill’s study meets on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.  We have begun our our in-depth 
study on the book of Luke, guided by N.T. Wright’s Luke for Everyone.  If you need to 
order a book, please be in touch with Keri in the church office.  (If you order the 
book on your own, please purchase the book with the picture of a pier heading off 
into the ocean, not the book with boats on the cover— there are two different 
versions out there, and they are NOT the same!)  Copies of the reading schedule are 
also available outside the church office.  Hope to see you there!  

 



Music News 

Happy New Year!  As I write this we have just finished celebrating the first extended festival season of the liturgical 

Church Year that began with the First Sunday of Advent and concluded with the Baptism of Jesus on January 13th.  I 

would like to reflect on this for a bit. 

If I had to choose three personal musical highlights of this season, they are opening up the organ on the last verse of “O 

Come, All Ye Faithful,” Christa’s beautiful soaring violin as the choir sang the words, “Can I, will I forget how Love was 

born and burned its way into my heart?” and the hushed strains of the original Stille Nacht sung by Jessica Bloch and 

accompanied masterfully on the guitar by Don Jakoboski.  Wait a minute, you’re saying, those all happened at the 8:00 

Christmas Eve service.  Yes, they did.  Not exactly, but just about at the midpoint of the six week drama. 

For a church musician, and hopefully for the people he ministers to, Christmas Eve is a big one- the culmination of 

Advent, the highest point of the festival season, and the climax of all the excitement leading up to it.  That’s why 

something this big, so important, must be prepared for.  It must be awaited, anticipated; room in our hearts and lives 

must be made for it. 

But when it finally happens, what then?  The organ is silent, the candles have been collected and put away, all the 

poinsettias have disappeared.  Is it all over?  Absolutely not!  Something so special and meaningful as Christmas can’t just 

be over when the calendar changes to the 26th.  All that energy, all that preparation, all that momentum, all that 

resonance- it has to have some time and space to naturally unwind and relax, to disperse into the universe. 

Well, we’re in luck- there are twelve days of Christmas!  While Big Y and the world have moved on to Valentine’s Day 

already, we know better!  The magic of Christmas can remain with us during those days- the song of the angels, the 

wonder of the shepherds- and like Mary, perhaps we might ponder these things in our hearts a little bit longer. 

An unusually long Epiphany season lies ahead- an excellent opportunity to learn a new hymn!  If you were in church on 

Epiphany Sunday, January 6, you listened to the choir introduce a new hymn- I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light.  

This hymn will be popping up here and there throughout the season, and we’ll sing it together.  Its rich images of light 

and stars and following Jesus will enlighten and inspire us throughout the season. 

Submitted by, 

Allan Conway 

 



Money Matters 

Money Matters 

In case you missed it … here are the highlights from the Operating Budget presentation at the annual 
meeting: 

 We finished 2018 with a $735 surplus.  Before a round of applause (or is it a sigh of relief), it’s worth taking note 
of the following: 

 Congregational Giving was $15,000 under budget. 

 We received over $8,000 in end of year (unanticipated) donations. 
Income from Verizon was not budgeted but $9,000 was received  

 On the expense side, the programs did a great job finishing the year at or under budget.  Oil expenses were 
significantly higher than budgeted and have been adjusted for 2019.  There were significant cost savings in the 
Youth and Children’s Ministries positions. 

About 2019… 

 148 givers increased their pledge = $56,000. 

 188 members pledged in both the 2018 and 2019 campaigns. 

 We lost 21 pledges for $28,000 and gained 23 new pledges for $15,000. 

 Member and guest giving in the sanctuary (that are not pledges) continues to decrease. 

 We have had an increase in gifts from United Way Campaigns and corporate match programs. 

 Moderate increase in Music Committee budget to cover monthly piano tunings.  

 Youth Committee program expenses will be covered by PF Fundraising because the Youth Committee requested a 
corresponding increase in the salary for the Director of Youth Ministries. 

 All other staff salaries increased by 3%. 

 We are adding a sexton for 5 hours per week. 

 There is a budgeted shortfall of $4,701 this year. 

Do you participate in the United Way Campaign at work?  If so, did you know that you can designate the United 

Congregational Church of Tolland as the recipient of your donation?  Please consider designating us – especially if you 

are giving anyway!  Many large corporations such as Travelers, United Technologies, Prudential, etc… have programs in 

place to match employees’ contributions to charity.   These programs have lengthy lists of approved recipients that are 

eligible for matching contributions.  Search your organization’s approved listing for UCCT.  If we’re not listed then 

submit a request for the UCCT to become an authorized recipient.  Typically, religious organizations are not permitted 

UNLESS they have programs, missions, and giving that benefit the broader community and/or the world.  We’ve been 

added as an approved recipient to Prudential’s match program because one of our members took the time to fill out the 

application.  If you are willing and able to do the same, please use the information on our website listed here http://

www.ucctolland.org/service-to-the-world.html to describe the many ways in which we reach the local and world 

communities.  Every bit helps and a corporate match is (almost) like free money!  

http://www.ucctolland.org/service-to-the-world.html
http://www.ucctolland.org/service-to-the-world.html


                                                                                                           Announcements

Christmas on the Green was a great success in 2018! The event netted $5470.  I'd like to thank all who created, baked, 

assisted in setup and during the fair, and especially those who helped me keep track of my tea.  To kick off  the 2019 

event planning we will be holding a Steering Committee meeting in the Classroom on Sunday, February 3rd following 

the 10:00 service.  Anyone is welcome to join us!  If you have any questions, please contact Nancy Alholm at (860) 

371-4780 or nancy_alholm@comcast.net. 

 
It is that time of year again for our congregation to vote on its Annual Budget.  The Generosity Committee is happy 

to report that as of January 15th the Pledge amount that will be reflected in the annual budget will show that 212 

pledging members/families pledged a total of $366,844.  This is $5,156 below our 2019 Pledging Target of $372,000, 

but the good news is that it is $21,854 above the Pledges collected for 2018 from 211 pledging members/families. 

 

For those of you that have not yet had a chance to submit your pledge it is not too late to do so!  Please plan to drop 

your pledge card in the mail today.  If you misplaced your card there are extra ones at each church entrance door or 

you can contact the church office.   

 

We feel blessed that so many of our congregation heard our campaign appeal to increase their pledging amount and 

followed through with those increases.  This will help to ensure that our vital church missions and services will 

continue in 2019.  We look forward to seeing what wonderful things our church family will do this year to continue 

to positively impact lives Beyond the Building! 

 

Prayerfully submitted, 

Your Generosity Committee 

 

 

Every Monday morning at 10am a group of church members and friends gathers at Dunkin’ 

Donuts here in Tolland for about an hour of very informal conversation.  All are welcome to 

join us anytime!  Bring a friend or make a new one!  Stay for an hour or just ten minutes!  

Whatever the case may be, we’d love to see you! 

mailto:nancy_alholm@comcast.net


What’s Going On? 

Adult Exercise Class has begun!.  No experience is necessary for our moderate hand weights, aerobics, balance and 
stretching exercises.  Class meets on Mondays and Wednesdays from 8:00 a.m. — 8:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

The next retired women's luncheon will be held at Beni's Restaurant at 1280 Hartford Tpke., Vernon, on Tuesday, 

Feb. 12th at 12:00pm.  Please contact Chris Forbush (860-872-0665) if you would like to sign up, carpool or change 

your RSVP.  Those who are carpooling should meet at the Church at 11:30am.  Hope to see you at lunch! 

The next Men’s Retired Luncheon will be held on Monday, February  

4th at 11:30 am at Willington Pizza (25 River Road, Willington).  Please 

contact Don Miller  at (860) 875-1743 with any questions. 

On Thursday, February 14th , will be hiking the Knowlton Spur and UConn loop in Mansfield, CT.  Please meet at the 
Genealogy Library at 9:00 am and bring something to eat on the trail. The two trails are approximately 2—3 miles long. 

On Tuesday, February 26th, we will hiking the Stoppleworth Conservation trail in Tolland.   Please meet at the 
Genealogy Library at 9:00 am.  Weather permitting please bring something to share for a tailgate brunch.  If  it is too 
cold we will have the brunch at Depot restaurant in Tolland. 



Children’s News 

Joyful Voices is a group of singers grades 4th through 8th . High School students who like to sing have a choice of either 
the Joyful Voices or the Chancel Choir. The Children’s Choir is for our younger choristers from grades K through 3. 
We sing to share the Good News using the instrument that God gave us – our voices. There are no tryouts or 
auditions; we sing because of the joy it gives us and others. 

Joyful Voices and the Children’s Choir meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. for a half hour rehearsal. The plan is to 
have each choir sing once a month if possible.   

Contacts: Joyful Voices – Kathy Nivison at 860-875-1583 or newgram@aol.com 
            Children’s Choir – Jackie Griswold at jngriswold@charter.net 

            

 

The Church School will be holding its annual bake sale on Superbowl Sunday to support our sponsor child, Loki, 

from the Free Forever School.  By sponsoring Loki, we commit to a pledge of $360 each year.  The Christian 

Education Committee is committed to raising the funds, and would love your help.  The bake sale will be held in 

fellowship hall during each coffee hour.  Come help us support Loki, and pick up your treats for the big game!  If 

you are willing and able to help bake for this event please contact Kristen Gallagher (kgallagher@ucctolland.org). 

Monetary donations are also welcome.  Thank you for your support! 

Silver Lake Conference Center is the conference center of the Connecticut Conference of the United Church of 

Christ, making it YOUR conference center.  There are many different conferences throughout the summer geared for 

4th-12 graders (use the grade you are entering in Fall of 2019).  There are many your people here in the church that 

have attended in summers past.  There is an Open House on May 19th from 1-5pm.  Check out the website for more 

information www.silverlakect.org, or pick up a brochure in the church office.  Scholarship applications are available in 

the church office. 

 

 

Looking for something fun to do after church on Sunday, February 10th  from 11:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.? Join us for a 

youth group gathering of fun and friends where you can play air hockey, ping pong, board games, or just sit back and 

relax with a snack. We will also be making Valentines cards for home-bound church members.  All participants are 

asked to sign up and bring a snack. If you have any questions or would like to sign up, please contact Beth Garritt at 

bgarritt@gmail.com or (860) 778-3207.  

mailto:newgram@aol.com
mailto:jngriswold@charter.net
mailto:kgallagher@ucctolland.org
http://www.silverlakect.org
mailto:bgarritt@gmail.com


Announcements  

 

Thank you to all who contributed to the Untrimmed Tree Project. The stars, which  

were made by the children from Church School and Tolland Green Learning, 

Center were beautiful.  Just seeing the stars on the lovely tree brought happiness to 

church goers, and made Christmas brighter for many others, through donations of 

over $3000 raised for Chrysalis Center, Clairvaux House and Tolland Food Pantry.  

With Appreciation, 

Missions and Outreach Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know our church offers text messaging?  We use this service sparingly to alert people about time-sensitive 

information (i.e., storm cancellations, worship changes, event reminders, etc.).  To opt in to the service, use your 

mobile phone and where you would normally type a phone number, type: 97000.  Then, in the message line, type: 

UCCT.  You will receive a message back confirming that you have been added to the service. If you have any 

questions, please let Rev. Jeff know! 

 

mailto:jgallagher@ucctolland.org?subject=Text%20Messaging


Deaths & Office Information  

Nick Mayer 

March 4, 1999—January 9, 2019  

Lois West 

January 14, 1925 — December 18, 2018   

 

 Our worship service will be televised on cable Channel 5 on Tuesdays at 5 p.m. and Sunday at noon.  Please 
check Community Voice Channel 5 or www.ctcvc.org for the listing of schedule changes. 

 Childcare for infants and toddlers up to the age of 2 is available each Sunday during our 10:00 worship service in 
the Nursery.  

 Church School for children three years old to 7th grade will take place each Sunday following the Children’s 
Message during the 10:00 Worship.  

 Do you know of someone in our church family who is in the hospital or needs a pastoral call?  Please don’t 
assume we know, since most area hospitals do not inform us when one of our church family is admitted.  Give 
us a call to be sure, or if you would like to request a pastoral visit yourself. 

 Looking to make that donation to the church on your smart phone?  Want to look up something you heard 
about in the sermon?  Then feel free to use our guest Wifi!  Select UCCT_GUEST and type in the password 
“tollandchurch”  Enjoy! 

The next Tidings Deadline will be Friday, February 15th. Please email articles to Keri (kcondos@ucctolland.org) 
or leave them in the church office.  

All Faith in Action articles must be submitted by Wednesday at 12:00 p.m.   Articles should be sent to Keri in the 
church office (kcondos@ucctolland.org). 



ONA 

 

The ONA Team will be selling their famous chili on February 3rd, Super Bowl Sunday.  We will be offering a choice of 
three types, beef, turkey or vegetarian, and the choice of two sizes; 32 ounce containers for $10 or 12 ounce 
containers for $5.  All chili will be packaged to go and can be paid for and picked up in Fellowship Hall during coffee 
hour on February 3rd.  Please use the pre-order form below to reserve a container or two of your favorite type! 

 
-------------------------------------———--(Please place in the offering plate) --------------———-------------------------- 

 
Name __________________________________________ phone # _______________________ 

 
How many containers _______ 

 
Please circle:     beef        turkey        vegetarian        Please circle size:   32 oz. for $10   12 oz. for $5 
 
 

 

 
The Open and Affirming Group has planned to host a table at the True Colors Annual Convention at UCONN on 

March 22nd and 23rd.  We are doing this to help promote our church's ONA status.  We are looking for some 

church members to help us by volunteering to host at the table for 2 hour shifts between 9 am and 5 pm on each 

day.  If you are interested in supporting this worthy cause, please sign up by emailing or calling Hannes Alholm at 

thebroodingfinn@comcast.net, or 860-870-8067.    

mailto:thebroodingfinn@comcast.net,
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"Our church may be 300 years old, but  our thinking is not..." 

United Congregational Church of Tolland 
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Sunday Worship             8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 

Office Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9-3 pm  

Thursday 9-1 

Friday—Closed 

 

 

Join our community on the church  

Facebook Page:  

www.facebook/TollandCongregationalChurch 

Twitter:  @ucctolland 

 

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey M. Gallagher, Senior Pastor 

JGallagher@ucctolland.org 

Rev. Jill Olds, Associate Pastor 

JOlds@ucctolland.org 

Allan Conway, Minister of Music 

AConway@ucctolland.org 

Tonya Lyon, Director of Finance 

TLyon@ucctolland.org 

Keri Condos, Church Administrator 

KCondos@ucctolland.org 

Kristen Gallagher, Director of Children Ministries 

KGallagher@ucctolland.org 

Teresa Green, Director of Learning Center 

Rev. Donald G. Miller, Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Hannah Howe, Pastor Emerita 

Rev. Dr. Robert J. Wright, Pastor Emeritus 

 

With open minds and compassionate hearts, we seek to be God’s loving 

hands in the world. 
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