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  “With open minds and compassionate hearts, we seek to be God’s loving hands in the world” 

United Congregational Church of  Tolland 

45 Tolland Green, Tolland, CT 06084 

860-875-4160 
 

Blue Christmas Service, Tuesday, December 18 

7:00 p.m.  For many reasons Christmas can be a difficult time.  Often the happiness that comes with the Christmas 

season can heighten our sense of loss and loneliness. Please join us for our worship service of healing and hope 

which includes music, readings, prayers, and lighting of candles. 

Brass Sunday, December 23 

8:30 & 10:00 a.m.  One of the most anticipated Sundays of the year will be celebrated with special music of the season 

      presented by the chancel choir, brass quartet and timpani, directed by Allan Conway, Minister of 

      Music. The prelude begins at 8:20 a.m. and 9:50 a.m. 

Christmas Eve 

6:00 p.m.          This is a pageant service that will feature our Joyful Voices Youth Choir and the Children’s Choir.  This service 

includes singing carols and a lovely pageant called “The Promise.”  All children are invited and encouraged to 

participate, and should arrive at 5:45 p.m. to select a costume. 

8:00 p.m.         Family Candlelight Service with the Chancel Choir including lighting of the Christ Candle and singing Silent 

Night by candlelight on the Green. 

11:00 p.m.        A “Midnight” Service, the conclusion of which ushers in Christmas Day. This will feature special solos, the 

lighting of the Christ Candle, and a congregational ceremony of candle lighting on the Green. 

 

Tuesday, December 25—Merry Christmas!  Enjoy the day with those most near and dear to you.

December 2018 /January 2019  Tidings 



Pastor’s  

Message 

“Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright” 

Joseph Mohr, 1818 

First of all, if you’re sitting down to read this: well done!  How did you find the 
time?  More than likely this newsletter has arrived in your in box (or snail mail box) 
right after Thanksgiving, and so, does any of this resemble what your life looks like 
at the moment? 

You’ve barely dried off the turkey pan only to hear Christmas carols playing on the 
radio.  Holiday party invitations at school and work are filling up the calendar 
faster than the Advent chocolates are being eaten (even with cheating ahead).  The 
wish lists are growing with each day as the checkbook, strangely, seems to be 
heading in the opposite direction.  Hallmark movies, A Charlie Brown Christmas 
and the Grinch have replaced the normal television line up.  Oh and then there are 
the lights to be hung, trees to be cut, stores to be shopped, presents to be 
wrapped, cards to be sent, cookies to be baked, halls to be decked, and Christmas 
bark to be baked, among a few thousand other things.   

As such, I’m guessing that the words “Calm and Bright” are about the furthest 
thing from your mind at this point, right? 

Well, if so, you might just be in luck!  You see, 2018 is actually the 200th 
anniversary of that much beloved hymn “Silent Night”—during which the poet 
Joseph Mohr claims that all was “calm and bright” on the night Jesus was born.  I 
will share my (slightly fictionalized) version of the story behind the creation of that 
hymn with you on Christmas Eve during the 8pm family service.  I hope you’ll be 
there. 

But that story will simply be the culmination of a journey that we will take all 
throughout the season of Advent.  Leaning on the work of Dr. Marcia McPhee, 
each Sunday Rev. Jill and I will explore themes and ideas derived from that hymn: 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace, Glories Stream, Redeeming Grace, and Let Us Sing.  And 
so as the world around us rushes at that frenetic pre-Christmas pace, and as the 
daylight lessens and lessens, we will do what we so often do in the church—we’ll 
look at things another way.   

We’ll find the calmness within and see the brightness of the world.  We’ll look 
for—and hopefully live out—the hope, peace, joy and love of the season. 

In the culture we live in this is anything but easy, and so we hope that you will join 
us so that we can figure out how to do this together.  And I have no doubt that, 
having taken the journey and lived inside the words of the hymn throughout the 
season, that when we gather on those timeworn steps in front of the church, 
looking out over the Green with our notes rising like visible prayers to God against 
the dark night sky, we might truly understand what it means to be calm and bright 
in a world that is, so often, anything but. 

And what a Merry Christmas gift that will be. 

Awaiting the birth of love’s pure light with you, 

Rev. Jeff 



Associate 

Pastor’s  

Message 

 

 

Chance encounters can make all the difference, if we have eyes to see. 

I first met the Rev. Edwin Pérez at the annual meeting of the CT conference back in 

June.  (Ironically, I first met Jeff at the same meeting last year, and he told me about 

a certain position that was opening up at a certain church.  Chance meetings really 

can make all the difference.)  But most of you have heard that story.  So back to 

Edwin. 

We only chatted briefly in June, but another chance meeting happened in July, when 

we were the only two clergy to attend a UCC training.  It wasn’t a training I was 

excited about that day, quite frankly—it was the day after Together for Tolland had 

wrapped up, and I was nursing some pretty frustrating poison ivy at the time.  That 

morning actually had me racing from urgent care to the pharmacy, then to the 

training.  (Yay for missions experiences! Always an adventure.)  But our paths 

crossing once again was fortuitous.  And holy.   

Edwin is originally from Puerto Rico.  My eyes were opened and my heart broke as 

he shared with me about the aftereffects of Hurricanes Irma and María: how utterly 

decimated parts of the island had become, and how little help his family and others 

on the ground had received… except from one another.  As frequently happens in 

crisis, and in the absence of governmental support, the gathered community had 

rallied, even to the point of repairing electrical poles together, without any outside 

aid or assistance.  In my conversations with Edwin, both that day and since, amazing 

stories of forbearance, grit, and the human spirit from his native home flowed, 

leading to a river with streams of sadness, horror, and hope coming together: an 

estuary of holy call and action.   

And as they flowed, my own creative juices started churning.  Our Missions 

Committee is focusing on hunger and homelessness this year.  How could we help?  

How could we stand in solidarity with our brethren down in PR?  Our Committee 

enthusiastically jumped at the idea of being involved.   

Consequently, Edwin will be joining us as our guest preacher and speaker on Peace 

and Justice Sunday, which will be on Sun, Jan 20th.  Proceeds from the brunch that 

morning will go to Orocovis, one of the so-called “forgotten” towns in Puerto Rico 

which local UCC pastors have pinpointed and decided to partner with in the ongoing 

relief efforts.  I’m delighted to have made a new colleague and a new friend in 

Edwin, and am equally delighted to be able to contribute in some small way towards 

making an impact in that part of our country.  Please join us that morning, if you are 

able—it will be an event you won’t want to miss.  May this chance encounter allow 

all of us to have eyes with which to see, and hearts with which to love.  Hope to see 

you then! 

Journeying with you, by God’s grace, 

Rev. Jill 



Bible Study 

On December 4th Rev. Jeff’s Bible Study will conclude conversation about the book 
Courageous Faith with a conversation with author Rev. Emily Heath.  After a break for 
the holidays, we will resume our study on January 8th, beginning a new book: A Lens 
of Love by Jonathan L. Walton.  Although new attendees are welcome anytime, the 
start of the new year and a new book are a perfect opportunity.  Join us any Tuesday 
night at 7pm (note the earlier start time!) or email Rev. Jeff for more information. 

 

  

We will soon wrap up Henri Nouwen’s Here and Now and begin to explore Quinn 
Caldwell’s All I Really Want: Readings for a Modern Christmas.  This is a great book for anyone 
who might want some kind of devotional to guide them through Advent; the daily 
offerings are short but deeply thoughtful.  Hope to see you on Tuesdays for our (as 
always) warm coffee and rich conversations! 



Money Matters 

Money Matters 

Wondering how our finances look?  Join me at the Annual Meeting after the 10:00 service on January 27 and I will 

share how we ended 2018, and the 2019 budget.  In the meantime, if you haven’t already sent in your pledge card, 

please send it in today!   

Do you participate in the United Way Campaign at work?  If so, did you know that you can designate the United 

Congregational Church of Tolland as the recipient of your donation?  Please consider designating us – especially if you 

are giving anyway!  Many large corporations such as Travelers, United Technologies, Prudential, etc… have programs 

in place to match employees’ contributions to charity.   These programs have lengthy lists of approved recipients that 

are eligible for matching contributions.  Search your organization’s approved listing for UCCT.  If we’re not listed 

then submit a request for the UCCT to become an authorized recipient.  Typically, religious organizations are not 

permitted UNLESS they have programs, missions, and giving that benefit the broader community and/or the world.  

We’ve been added as an approved recipient to Prudential’s match program because one of our members took the time 

to fill out the application.  If you are willing and able to do the same, please use the information on our website listed 

here http://www.ucctolland.org/service-to-the-world.html to describe the many ways in which we reach the local and 

world communities.  Every bit helps and a corporate match is (almost) like free money!  

 

We are pleased to announce that 4 bidders came to our meeting and all 4 

submitted bids for the steeple project. We are currently vetting the low 

bidder and their references. We’ll keep you posted! Much more 

information to follow. 

http://www.ucctolland.org/service-to-the-world.html


Announcements  

Our Caring Ministries team is a group of willing volunteers with big hearts.  Some of our group offers rides to 

church, or to doctor appointments.; other members provide meals after surgeries, or during times of bereavement; 

while others contribute finger foods for post-funeral receptions, a wonderful ministry to our grieving families.  And 

finally, some of our group have been trained to visit other members on a monthly basis, in an effort to share love 

with those in our UCCT family who can’t always make it to church on Sundays. 

We’re hoping to collect a list of people who are able to do any of these things.  If you have any interest in helping in 

one of these areas—even if it’s just to provide a meal once a year—please email Rev. Jill at 

jolds@ucctolland.org.  Thank you for your willing spirit! 

There will be a paint night to fundraise for church youth, Danielle Burns’ Make-A

-Wish project to bring clean water to a Ugandan Village. It will be held in the 

Fellowship Hall on Saturday, December 8th, starting at 5:30 for $30 per person or 

$50 for a couple. Dinner will be provided by Willington Pizza at 5:30 and painting 

will start at 6! Hope to see you there!  Please email  Danielle Burns at  

danielleburns321@gmail.com by December 3rd if you’d like to attend. 

 

 

-- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - (Please place in offering plate or mail to Church Office)- - - - - -  - - - - - - - -  - - - -  - - - 

I/We will attend the Paint Night Fundraiser 

Name (s) __________________________________________________________________________ 
(please print clearly) 

 # Adults_____________________Contact Phone #_______________________________________ 
(please print clearly)  

    

 

Barbara Link is making small quilts for babies in the hospital.  Any cotton flannel remnants you would like to pass on 
would be greatly appreciated.  Please leave them outside the church office.  Thank you! 

mailto:jolds@ucctolland.org
mailto:danielleburns321@gmail.com


What’s Going on? 

Every Monday morning at 10am (even throughout the holiday season!) you are invited to join 
Rev. Jeff and other UCCT members and friends for a cup of coffee, or tea, or cocoa—whatever 
your pleasure is!—at the Tolland Dunkin’ Donuts.  Conversation is informal and always 
engaging.  Stay for 5 minutes, or an hour.  Bring a friend, or come alone.  Hope to see you then!  
(Please note that we will not be meeting on December 24th or December 31st.) 

 

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year….” you have, no 
doubt, heard that song playing in stores and on the radio, but 
many well know that this is not the most wonderful time of the 
year.  In fact, the holidays can be incredibly hard for many who 
have lost loved ones, been diagnosed with an illness, lost a job, 
or in some way are struggling with the darkness of this season of 
decreasing light.  Recognizing this, on Tuesday, December 18th at 
7pm, we will hold a Blue Christmas service in the sanctuary.  
This quite, contemplative service—featuring music, candle lighting, prayer, and silence—is appropriate for all those 
who feel the need to connect with God and each other away from the hustle and bustle of the season.  And please, 
extend this invitation to those in your life who might benefit from the service.  All are always welcome. 

Adult Exercise Class has begun!.  No experience is necessary for our moderate hand weights, aerobics, balance and 
stretching exercises.  Class meets on Mondays and Wednesdays from 8:00 a.m. — 8:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

The ONA Group invites adult attendees to join us as we host PRIDE at Pratt & 
Whitney for a movie night on Jan 10th at 6:00 p.m.  PRIDE at Pratt & Whitney 
will show the adult themed movie, “Believer”, which spotlights a push to reform 
the Mormon Church's LGBT policy with discussion to follow.  Since our church 
became Open and Affirming, we have looked for fellowship opportunities with the 
LGBTQ+ community.  We will be providing light refreshments and popcorn in 
the Fellowship Hall.  If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Hannes Alholm at 
(860) 371-4792 or email thebroodingfinn@comcast.net.  A snow date has been 
scheduled for Jan 17th. 

mailto:thebroodingfinn@comcast.net


What’s Going On? 

The next retired women’s luncheon will be held at The Publick House Restaurant in Sturbridge, Mass on Tuesday 

December 11th at 12:00 p.m.  Please contact Bev Grant (860-875-8864) if you would like to sign up or need to change 

your RSVP.  The Publick House needs a final reservation count 1 week before the lunch. Thank you and we hope to 

see you there. 

The next Men’s Retired Luncheon will be held on Monday, December 4th at 11:30 am at Willington Pizza (25 River 

Road, Willington).  Tonya Lyon, Director of Finance is January’s guest speaker!  She  will be talking about the 2019 

Church Budget.   

January’s meeting will be held on Monday, January 7th at 11:30 a.m.  Peter Brenn will be speaking about the 2nd 

Amendment  Please contact Don Miller  at (860) 875-1743 with any questions. 

On Thursday, December 13th, will be hiking Soapstone Mountain.  This 1.3 mile trail ends at the tower that is 
currently being repaired.  Although the tower won’t be ready to climb, it should be fun to investigate the renovation 
progress.  Please meet at the Genealogy Library at 9:00 am and bring something to eat on the trail. There should be 
some great views from the top of the mountain.   

There will be no hike on December 25th. Merry Christmas! 

On Jan. 10th we will hike the Williams Preserve and Elizabeth Coach trail in Coventry.  This trail is fairly new with 
some obstacles along the way, such as a small stream.  The trail is approximately 2 - 3 miles and runs along the 
Willimantic River and Eagleville Lake.  Please meet at the Genealogy Library at 9:00 am and bring something to eat on 
the trail. 

On Jan. 22nd, we will hike the Nedwied Conservation Area Fox Ridge Lane in Tolland. This trail consists of 2 
adjourning parcels of land with access from Fox Ridge Lane and from the King Riverside Conservation Area.  Please 
meet at the Genealogy Library at 9:00 am and bring something to share for the tailgate Brunch. 

The Youth Committee is seeking to fill the vacant Director of Youth Fellowship position. This is an hourly 

paid position that may require up to 24 hours per month. Responsibilities at a high level include overseeing the 

planning and implementation of programs and activities for both the Junior and Senior Fellowship programs 

throughout the calendar year (mid August – mid June) and for planning, organizing, and attending the Junior and 

Senior Pilgrim Fellowship activities, both at UCCT and off-site. Interested candidates may request a full job 

description and/or forward their qualifications/resume to Steve Moriarty at semoriarty@comcast.net. Note 

qualifications/resumes are due no later than 12/14. Interviews for the position will occur in December. 

mailto:semoriarty@comcast.net


Joyful Voices is a group of singers grades 4th through 8th . High School students who like to sing have a choice of 
either the Joyful Voices or the Chancel Choir. The Children’s Choir is for our younger choristers from grades  
K through 3. We sing to share the Good News using the instrument that God gave us – our voices. There are no 
tryouts or auditions; we sing because of the joy it gives us and others. 
Joyful Voices and the Children’s Choir meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. for a half hour rehearsal. The plan is to 
have each choir sing once a month if possible.   

Contacts: Joyful Voices – Kathy Nivison at 860-875-1583 or newgram@aol.com 
           Children’s Choir – Jackie Griswold at jngriswold@charter.net 
           Chancel Choir – Allan Conway at aconway@ucctolland.org 

 

What’s Going On? 

The Annual Meeting of our church will be held on Sunday, January 27, 2019 immediately following the 10:00 a.m. 

worship service (snow date is February 3, 2019, same time).  At this meeting we will consider and vote on the budget 

for 2019, vote on the slate of officers and committee members, and consider any other business which needs to come 

before the gathered community.  Committee Chairpersons, please note that Annual Reports are due no later 

than January 7th!  Please do not be late or your committee may not make the publication.   

 
The Generosity Committee and Church Leadership are 
grateful for the initial response members.  We have 
received 180 pledges from the congregation totaling 
about from our $329,000, as of November 26th.  This is 
a good start, but we have another $43,000 that we need 
to raise in order to meet our 2019 budget. We need your 
help! 
 
For those of you that have not yet had a chance to 
submit your pledge it is not too late to submit it and be 
counted!  Please plan to drop your pledge card it in the 
mail today.  If you misplaced your card there are extras 
in the pews, at the entrance doors or you can contact the church office.   
 
Making a generous financial commitment to our church is important and our congregational responsibility. It would 
be very upsetting to us if we had to cut missions and services in order to meet our 2019 budget.  Remember, it takes 
each of us to be able to continue to positively impact lives Beyond the Building! 

 
Prayerfully submitted, 

Your Generosity Committee 

mailto:newgram@aol.com
mailto:jngriswold@charter.net
mailto:aconway@ucctolland.org


Missions Committee  

Our Mission trip next summer will be to Washington D.C. July 14-19 2019.  The next informational meeting will take 

place on December 2nd after the 10:00 am service.  A non-refundable deposit ($150) will be due at that time to save 

your spot.  It is an exciting opportunity for the group to make a difference in hunger and homelessness in an urban 

environment.  For information please contact Rev. Jill Olds at jolds@ucctolland.org.   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SHOES!!  With everyone’s help we collected 2600 pair of shoes!! The shoes have been 

picked up and are on their way to helping others.  The proceeds of this fundraiser will be donated equally to 

Cornerstone Cupboard and South Park Inn.   

 

After much careful consideration, the Missions Committee has chosen the recipients 

of the 2018 Untrimmed Tree in the UCCT Narthex. Please consider taking a star 

from the tree and donating to the organizations listed.  Here is some information 

about each of them: 

Chrysalis Center 

Chrysalis Center serves 21 veterans in Vernon and 16 veterans in Stafford, providing 

housing to previously homeless veterans as they begin to rebuild their lives after 

giving so much for our country. Chrysalis Center, headquartered in Hartford, strives 

to bring some joy to those who are struggling with mental illness, substance abuse, 

HIV/AIDS, release from incarceration and homelessness during the holiday season. 

This year they hope to provide new items to give to clients and their dependents so 

that they may find some enjoyment this holiday season too.  

Tolland Food Pantry                                                                                                                                                 

Run by Tolland Human Services, Tolland Food Pantry distributes non-perishables with a good ‘best-by’ date. Tolland 

residents, upon meeting income requirements, may receive food once a month from Tolland Food Pantry.  Tolland 

families and seniors benefit greatly from this program. 

Clairvaux House                                                                                                                                                                              

Opened in 2017, Clairvaux is a temporary, transitional living arrangement in Rockville, that assists families in a 

supportive, safe and comprehensive manner while working toward self-supported independent living. Unlike 

traditional shelters, participating families will live in a quiet atmosphere and will work hand-in-hand with professionals 

and volunteers to obtain resources necessary to live independently.   

Donations can be made via cash or check (made out to UCCT, with the recipient organization noted in the memo line) 

and dropped in the plate, in the church office or mailed to PO Box 160.  As an added convenience, you may also make 

your donation on our Giving Page at UCCTolland.org.   

mailto:jolds@ucctolland.org


Missions Committee  

You are invited to stay for brunch after the 10am service on January 20th. Rev. Edwin Perez, a native of Puerto Rico, 

will be our guest speaker with a focus on hunger and homelessness.  He will give the sermon at both services and a 

presentation at brunch.  Please RSVP so the committee knows how much food to prepare—watch for info in 

bulletin starting in January.  There will be a goodwill donation with proceeds going to support Orocovis (one of the 

“forgotten towns”) in Puerto Rico.   

  

The Missions Committee would like to thank everyone for their support of the 

Missions Fair. Over $1,400 of goods were sold supporting two international mission 

groups.  The winner of the Willington Pizza Gift card was Chris Anderson.  

 

 

 

The 2018 UConn Football season is over and we would like to thank everyone who 

participated.  Our church should receive an estimated $4400 from the rentals. Please 

consider helping next year.  Many thanks to Dave Young who worked tirelessly and always 

with a smile to assure the program was a huge success.  THANK YOU DAVE! 

 

 

On the first Friday of each month, a group led by Gary Lotreck serves dinner and dessert at the shelter.  Look for 

Linda Suess carrying “the clipboard”.  She is asking for sign-ups for desserts and donations to defray costs of food 

being provided.  Please consider helping.  For any questions please contact Gary Lotreck @ gslotreck@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Children’s News 

 
December brings another opportunity for our Church School to partner with the Tolland Human Services to help 

others in our community.  We are asking children in the 3 & 4 year old class, 2nd-3rd, 4th and 7th Grade classes to 

provide one or two grocery items and/or a grocery store gift card to make a Christmas meal to be delivered to a family 

in need right here in Tolland.  This year, we have agreed to provide meals for 4 families.  Please look for the Christmas 

tree sign-up sheet Dec. 2nd & 9th in the above mentioned classrooms. Please take an “ornament” as a reminder of 

what you signed up for.  Items should be returned to church on Sunday, Dec. 16th.  Thanks so much!  If you have any 

questions, please contact Kristen Gallagher (kgallagher@ucctolland.org). 

 

 
A special children’s service is being planned for Christmas Eve!  This 6:00pm family service will be a Christmas 

Pageant, entitled “The Promise”.  This tradition has been a lot of fun and has given many children the opportunity to 

participate with little or no rehearsal.  The pageant tells the story of the birth of Jesus with traditional carols throughout 

the service. Children are invited to portray angels, shepherds, and animals as the story unfolds.  The non-speaking roles 

of Mary and the three Kings as well as several narrators/worship leaders need to be assigned ahead of time, those 

interested should speak to Kristen Gallagher as soon as possible!  All other participants will be able to choose roles on 

their way into church on Christmas Eve and given costumes and simple directions at that time.  Volunteers are needed 

to help just before and during the service with costumes and logistics.  If you would like to be involved, please contact 

Kristen at kgallagher@ucctolland.org. 

 

 
The Church School will be holding its 14th annual bake sale on Sunday, February 3rd.  

The Christian Education Committee is sponsoring Loki from the Free Forever 

School. By sponsoring Loki, we commit to a pledge of $360 each year to help with 

her education costs, which is less than $1 per day.  The Christian Education 

Committee is committed to raising the funds, and would love your help.  The bake 

sale will be held in Fellowship Hall during coffee hour for both services.  Mark the 

date of the sale on your calendar; you don’t want to miss this!  Come help us support Loki, and bring home a treat, too!  

This is also Superbowl Sunday, so you can pick up some treats for the big game right after church before you head 

home! If you are willing and able to help bake for this event, please contact Kristen Gallagher at 

kgallagher@ucctolland.org.  Thank you! 

 

mailto:kgallagher@ucctolland.org


Knit & Pray 

Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to meet every 

month for a time of prayer, knitting & craft work, 

and blessing of our shawls.  Right now we have a 

wonderful supply of delightfully colored shawls.   

Please consider giving one as a Christmas gift 

for a loved one. Please check with Linda Suess or 

the office staff if you would like  a shawl.  They will 

also be available during both coffee hours on Dec. 

16th during our Cookie Walk. 

It seemed a little strange that we did not have the 

responsibility for the Christmas on the Green fair 

this year, although we did help with some planning and working at it.  We would like to say  

CONGRATULATIONS to Nancy Alholm and her crew for doing such a great job this year.!  Each year it 

becomes bigger and better, and all profits go to benefit the church. 

Please come join us at our next meetings:  Saturday, December 15th and Saturday, January 19th from 10-12. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

The Annual Cookie Walk is scheduled for Sunday, December 16th.   Now is the time to stock up on some goodies 

for Christmas and join in the spirit of the season. The cookies will be available after both services and will be priced 

the same as last year. Please let us know if you can help to bake cookies and/or help on the day of the sale. A 

signup sheet for volunteers and bakers will be posted on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. All proceeds from 

the sale will go to Knit and Pray. Please contact Jean Konrad  (860) 875-7551 with any questions.   



Music on the Green 

Music on the Green 

Presents 

New England Chamber Choir and Chamber Ensemble 

 Richard Wm. Donohue, Music Director 

“Music for Christmas” 

Sunday, December 2, 2018, 4:00 p.m. 

 
Concert preceded by Instrumental Music at 3:30 p.m. 

 

Following a half hour of instrumental music, the concert begins with a Gregorian chant. As the 

chant fades, the choir begins a grand procession to the front of the sanctuary hailing “redemptions 

happy dawn.” The concert continues with works celebrating the great mystery of Christ’s birth. 

Ensembles of men’s and women’s voices along with solo and duet offerings add detail to the rich, 

full sound of the choir. The Treble Choir of young voices process to the chancel to join with the 

choir for carols in English, Danish, Italian, and Polish. 

Concert held in the sanctuary of the United Congregational Church of Tolland, 45 Tolland Green   860-875-4160 

 



Deaths & Baptisms  

 Bernice Borowski 

July 21, 1928—November 20, 2018 

Nancy (Dimmock) Gelineau 

October 11, 2018 

Gavin Robert Ives—November 18, 2018 



                                  Office Reminders 

 

 Our worship service will be televised on cable Channel 5 on Tuesdays at 5 p.m. and Sunday at noon.  Please 
check Community Voice Channel 5 or www.ctcvc.org for the listing of schedule changes. 

 Childcare for infants and toddlers up to the age of 2 is available each Sunday during our 10:00 worship service in 
the Nursery.  

 Church School for children three years old to 7th grade will take place each Sunday following the Children’s 
Message during the 10:00 Worship.  

 Do you know of someone in our church family who is in the hospital or needs a pastoral call?  Please don’t 
assume we know, since most area hospitals do not inform us when one of our church family is admitted.  Give 
us a call to be sure, or if you would like to request a pastoral visit yourself. 

 Looking to make that donation to the church on your smart phone?  Want to look up something you heard 
about in the sermon?  Then feel free to use our guest Wifi!  Select UCCT_GUEST and type in the password 
“tollandchurch”  Enjoy! 

The next Tidings Deadline will be Tuesday, January 15th. Please email articles to Keri (kcondos@ucctolland.org) 
or leave them in the church office.  

All Faith in Action articles must be submitted by Wednesday at 12:00 p.m.   Articles should be sent to Keri in the 
church office (kcondos@ucctolland.org). 

 


